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Portland, October 10 2010.





Dear 

We are writing you to invite you to join us on Monday November 8, 2010 from 5:30-8:30PM at the Multnomah County Board Room at 501 SE Hawthorne Blvd. to participate in our first Legislative Forum Theatre production: Health Equity is for the Health of the Majority. This event will highlight the needs of the most vulnerable community members and give them the opportunity to become policymakers with the support of the Legislative Forum Board members, one of whom will be you.  

The evening will be an opportunity for community and policy makers to collectively identify and analyze health and economic inequities that exist in our public policy and to advocate for systemic reform of these inequities through legislative action.

CHARLA, Collective Health Advocacy for Radicals, Latinos/as & Africans represent the collective work of five immigrants and refugees organizations currently funded by Northwest Health Foundation and community funds.  We have worked with Ellen Pinney and JoAnn Bowman Consulting Services to plan and arrange this event. THE-TREE Institute is one of the four leaders and co-founder of POCHEC, People of Color Health Equity Collaborative – please see more details in the attachment. 

Because of your record as a champion of issues of important to low-income people, immigrants, refugees and others your participation and support will be critical to our success as we move forward. We seek legislative champions who know the need for and are willing to work with grass roots community members to win the necessary legislative changes that will improve the lives of All Oregonians. 

We will call you at the end of the week to answer any questions you might have and to learn about your availability. 

Thank you very much in advance for your consideration and for participating actively with our community members! 

Sincerely Yours,



Sandra H. Hernandes, Ph.D		Charlene Mcgee
Director, THE-TREE Institute	President, African Women’s Coalition
Mutnomah & Washington 		Multnomah 

Claudia Montano			Rebeca Velazquez
Director, Nuestra Comunidad Sana	Coordinator, Mujeres Luchadoras Progresistas
Hood River				Marion

Levi H. Lopez
Executive Director, Mano a Mano Family Center/LUS
Marion

Jo Ann Bowman
Bowman Consulting Services


cc.: Ellen Pinney, Executive Director, OHAC Oregon Health Action Campaign; Robert Brown, OHAC Board Chair; POCHEC partners: Ron Williams, Oregon Action; Joseph Santos Lyons, APANO; Midge Purcel, Urban League of Portland.

Attachments: 
Legislative Forum Theatre “Health Equity is for the Health of the Majority” programming and description of the leader and partner organizations
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