


Description of Leader & Partner Organizations and Agenda

THE-TREE Institute is made of grassroots collectives of artists, educators, immigrants, and refugees whose praxis reflects a collective work that has began in 1995 in Brazil and in 2000 in the United States. Collective performances, political education, and advocacy are based on African, Latino and all cultures, languages, and arts among of them Theatre and Pedagogy of the Oppressed and Cuban Salsa. Our mission is to enhance individual critical consciousness through self-expression and self-knowledge to dismantle oppression for collective power and resources. THE-TREE is a partner with the Oregon Health Action Campaign in Healthy Kids and with POCHEC on Health Equity and Economic Justice.  

African Women’s Coalition was established in January 2003 by a group of African women to address issues of health care and create a network for preventive health care strategies for their communities. Currently the AWC represents 32 African nations along with supporters from many other countries. AWC is a partner of THE-TREE and OHAC for Healthy Kids outreach.
Mano a Mano Family Center was established in1988 in the Salem-Keizer area to provide emergency assistance to migrant farmworkers. In 1995, Latinos Unidos Siempre was created to promote peer and adult mentors for Leadership Development, good citizenship and active community participation and to address youth gang involvement. 
Mujeres Luchadoras Pogresistas was founded in 1992 to support farm worker women members of PCUN to face issues of domestic violence and sexual harassment. MLP mission is to develop women’s leadership within the farmworker movement and to reach economic independence while challenging discrimination against and social oppression.

Nuestra Comunidad Sana is a program of The Next Door Inc., created for over 20 years to serve Latino communities health needs and to advocate for health inequities in Hood River. NCS is a partner of THE-TREE and OHAC for Healthy Kids outreach.  

POCHEC, People of Color Health Equity Collaborative is a statewide initiative of APANO, Asian Pacific American Network of Oregon, Oregon Action, Urban League of Portland, and THE-TREE Institute to work collectively and engage other grass roots organizations and allies to change policies that can transform social structures, end institutional racism to attain health equity and economic justice for all Oregonians. POCHEC is funded by Northwest Health Foundation and In Kind by these organizations.

OHAC, Oregon Health Action Campaign is a non-profit organization with 25-year history of educating consumers and advocating for the development and implementation of quality, affordable, accessible health care for all Oregonians, especially low-income and vulnerable communities. OHAC builds statewide coalitions and collaborations with grass roots partner organizations, such as Health Advocacy Allies and Expanded Access Coalition. OHAC projects have been funded by Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Northwest Health Foundation, and DHS/Office of Healthy Kids among others.

Bowman Consulting Services offers expertise in facilitation, community planning and organizing. Its President/CEO Jo Ann Bowman has a history of over 20 years as a community leader and has served as Executive Director of grass roots organizations such as Oregon Action. She has served for the Oregon House Representative for two legislative mandates.

PROGRAMMING
November 8th, 2010 – 5:30pm to 8:30pm

5:30pm to 6pm – Welcoming Reception with refreshments

The program in four Acts:
Act 1-6pm to 6:15pm - Introductions & Justification: what a Legislative Forum Theatre is who is in charge and what makes them in charge and what being in charge means. The technique used will be Theatre for Transformation which was created in 2000 out of the Pedagogy and Theatre of the Oppressed and Storytelling.

Act 2 - 6:15pm to 6:45pm – The Community Performances: 20 to 30 members of the CHARLA Circles of Leadership for Advocacy and Network formed by Latino and African communities of youth, women, and men from Salem, Woodburn, Hood River and Portland.

Act 3 - 6:45pm to 7:30pm – The Forum Theatre: guided by Sandra Hernandes the Theatre of the Oppressed Joker the community at large/audience become Spect-ACTORS by interacting and performing their solutions seeking for new and/or policy changes.

7:30pm – Break

Act 4 - 7:40pm to 8:30pm – The Community as Policy Makers: with the support of the Legislative Forum Board members  the audience have the opportunity to formulate ideas and strategies for new policies and/or changes that will address community health inequities. The Board members will support them by studying these ideas, to analyze them and make political recommendations. 

The results of this Legislative Forum Theatre will be part of CHARLA Legislative Agenda for 2011 Oregon Health Reform.


